Vengeance and Justice

Did America &er havea handle on the diérence betweenengeance and justicel? seems lile
evay major crime preokes questions from an anxious media to the victims or the kin of the victims about
what punishment is appropriat€he media asks the least-qualified and people listen.

Many think that the victims are the most qualified to mete out punishment, anar¢hé the goal is
vengeance. ®¥nhgeance is a visceralge, it forces the perpetrator of crime tofeuthe same indignity as
the victim. Those who hee auffered certainly kne the pain most intimatehand are best suited to admin-
ister a lile dose. Administeringhat dose does\el aggressor and sigrer Sadly, it levds them as ani-
mals.

Vengeance is intrinsic to all animald.he instinct is bried in our reptile brain, although humans
have improved on it. While ary common sna& will instinctively retaliate when attaeld, it takes human
intellect to span the Count of Monte CristoBut even Dumass$ perfect Angel of \éngeanceventually
realizes that men are not vipers, and tlestgeance has its limit&Vould that all of us were so wise.

Revenge also photographs bettdt's no accident that action nwes are almostelusively based on
retaliation rather than reflectioRetaliation grips one emotionallyFew people mak an ocath of delibera-
tion. It has alvays been soThe Count of Monte Cristo is not a recent n@l as cietal trends goEmo-
tional reactions will aliays be easier to foll@.

Justice focuses on righteousness, which requires deliber&ipast punishment does notea the
score between antagonistsit bbalances the scales between transgressor and sdgaddycing is a harder
feat than simply matching painlustice cannot &frd to demonize one who commits an atrocity without
first ekamining haev far ary person is from committing that atrocityustice cannot recoil from a monstrous
act with horroyit must dissect the creature to understand dskimgs. Ajust punishment is the result of
applying reason and intellect to compassion and outr@getrolling those emotions with reason is impos-
sible for animals.Because humans can, yiraust.

The intellectual issue is simply this: is perpetrating, €ven on an evil person, &il? It is not an
easy question to resayhut | think that premeditated/i¢ is evil, regardless of the recipientElectrocuting
a murderer because it hurts more equates morally to electrocuting a terminal gdéedtessly harming a
human being lessens those who do it.

I’'m not going to pretend thatvi¢ does not lurk inside melf someone gratuitously hurt one of my
friends or &mily, my first uge would be the same as Edmund Dastea epayment in kind that euld
malke Satan blanch.l can only hope that | will be able to control the viper insiédter all, I've readThe
Count of Monte Cristo, | should knav better



