The Vocabulary of Passion

The other daymy girlfriend was reading some of the personal ads from one of the local free papers
to me, and | ws shockd. Notby my girlfriend’s reading habits; shefrequently reading me some strange
list of things from the papeiOur house looks forard to restaurant closing day with someieement. The
content of the ads shoa#t me by ha boring they were.

When | lived in Madison, WI, | read the personal ads pre#ighfully, and there were some gems.
Perhaps my all-timeakaite was, in its entiretyM NI MALI ST SEEKS MAN.  Absolutely sublime.l
would have alled it, if I'd been calling them thenln ary case, there wereatys se&eral examples of
clever expression to be had in the personaBf. course the majority were uninterestingt llthough the
interesting ones were in the minoritlyey were a strong minority

L. A. has long been disappointing, andwlothink | knav why: not enough restrictionsThese ads
were \ery eplicit, but they're like reading a shopping listAbsolutely no sense of humand no sense of
fun. Theads may as well va keen constructed from check le®x Thg had all the passion of anvian
ordering Chinese takout, “I'd like the fellatio artist from column A, and the submigsirom column B.
All this because people can udiety wordsand needr’be aeative in describing their needs.

| really hare o basis for complainingI’'m sure that the ads do what thee designed toalr better
than when people had to beat around thhbabout what tlyewanted. Wherlescribing a service, access
to a technical @calulary, even one that produces giggles from fourteen-yelarboys, is useful.

What really disturbs me is themicit reminder that sehas become a commodity rather than a rela-
tionship. lknow this has been the case for longer thae teen around to witness itubthere vas some-
thing reassuring in the personalswshbasing the little brsts of creatiity. | could imagine that people were
moved to write these because of a childlikeed to impress their intended, rather than just getting around
the censos Hock. Noteven | can breathe romance into the LA personals.

| suppose | ought to be glad that | had a bit of childish romance left irynigat body



