Major League Baseball Is Doomed

I've dways liked watching baseballl’'m not exactly a student of theagne, lot | followed it enough
when | was graving up that | avays stop when | see ame. Atrip to the ball park is alays relaxing. |
evan like minor league ball.l havenever seen a baseball mi@ | didn't like. Inshort, I'm a ery hard man
to alienate from baseball.

| haven't been closely follwing Major League Baseball for a whilé.don’t havea TV, because,
well, I'd watch it, so | car’casually turn on aame, It after seeing this yeartpening day fiascd, I've
come to realize that perhaps major league baseball has lostyitsSey I've keen more ware than usual
about MLB articles.

Today, | read one of those rarewspaper articles that held awevdations. Een more surprisingly
it was in thel. A. Times.

The first r@elation is that all the ball parks are named for compariidss is not the sign of a sport
that is free from outside influence.

Now, | realized that this ugly trend had startdceven realized that some compabelieved that it
could rename Candlesticlafk after itself.In this article, a stunning number of ball fields were named after
companies. I8 not like they were in this grg area between being named after prominergitessmen or
community pillars, which | canve with. After all Busch Stadium has hosted its share of great moments,
and it can be reasonablygaed that it ramed after theaimily, not the corporationThese parks are named
after Racific Bell and Qualcomm.

No one can go todeific Bell Rark without thinking something lé&k“you mong-grubbing bastards
couldnt name it after Villie Mays” | encourage basebaliris to actually refer to the field by that name:
“You Mong/-Grubbing Bastards CouldriName It After Willie Mays Park” | plan to. Any argument about
the field being part of the community are mooted by the singaethat the corporation didrhavethe
humility keep its name 6fhe title of the hilding.

The commercialization of stadium names, vile though it is, is oldsnéVhatl didn’t realize vas
that some of the major well-kmm sources of MLB income these days are Lag& and Indian casinos.
There are signs adxtising Las ¥ga in Dodger StadiumA Native American tribe that just happens to run
a major San Digo-area casino is sponsoring thedres’ 2000 season.

Now, if | were part of an ganization that had just lost a ¢ sgment of its &n base because of a
strike primarily over money, and that had recently prented an obious Hall of ame caliber ballplayer
from being inducted into that august body becauseawoiflding ofenses, d be doing my best towid ary
indication that my aanization was grubbing moneby getting into bed with gmbling interests.But
maybe I'm old &shioned.

Maybe I'm so old &shioned that | dohbelieve that todays ophisticated basebalhfis can makthe
distinction that these companies and ball clubstwto mak between Las ¥ga the “destination” and Las
Vegas the gmbling den.More cosmopolitanans can certainly tell that the NatiAmerican tribe sponseor
ing the Rdres’ 2000 season, whatethat means, is distinct from the casino that said tribe rGe®, to
me, that sounds lithe ball club is encouragingiris to @acation in a place with a sports betting operation,
and that if the Bdres get into a situation where their performance could cost the casino a lot f thetne
casino vould be able toxert influence on them.

I may as well be liing in 1919.

1 http://www.lunabase.org/"faber/Walking/aint_right.html



