An Unbalanced Proposition

California’s Governor recently mooted the passage of Proposition 187 by announcing thatilde w
no longer fight Igd challenges to it.Prop. 187 vas an emotionally-chged lav, as nuch symbol as ark-
ing legislation, and een its demise caused some furdn the end, it &iled not directly because of its con-
troversial nature, bt rather because of the mechanism used to implement it.

Ballot propositions are intended to appeal directly to the people \aid laureaucratic red tape.
Their very purpose is to circurent the gisting political system andvaid the traditional lgislative pro-
cess. Proponensay that this alls lavs that mak needed changes to the status quo to be enacted quickly
when |gislative inertia would prevent change.

This may be trueCertainly ballot propositions ka become lav that would never havebeen passed
through the lgislature. Soméave Utimately proven their worth and others va been shwn to be short-
sighted. Andas in the case of Prop. 187, someehllcome orphans.

187 disappeared because theaswo one to fight for it when it needed a champidad the lav
been passed by theglslature and abandoned by thev@oor, there would have bteen repercussionsi
majority of legislators who supported the billowld remember the act and fight thesgrmor on some issue
that he supportedThey might have wsed their taxation peers to force the issudn ary case, the checks
and balances that were crafted and tested by trergoents founders wuld act on the la’'s behalf.

Because the ballot proposition process introduces such orphans into the system byenotingnty
ballot lavs often hae insuficient support when push comes towahoBallot propositions are naturally less
likely to hare legslative support than other \as, or thg would hare keen put forard by the lgislature.
The result of circumanting the system is that suchwianot only bypass the systemfow procedures, it
the checks and balances that those procedures. fésteitl that fights its vay through committee tek
longer but probably is more ardently supported than asted on in one election.

I'm no fan of ballot propositionsl think laws need to be deliberated on and ultimately be the prod-
uct of compromisel believe that woting for incompetentenial boobs as representati should hae on-
sequences. believe that if after being confronted with those consequences, people are still foolish enough
to vote for the enial boobs theget what thg desere. Andl believe tat quick fixes designed to sneak
laws past the boobs that were elected is doomedlitod.

The system of checks and balances that forms the basis of Amegjmablic actually wrks pretty
well. Butit cant be cheated. Itworks best when good people are put ivgoment, and attempts to
sidestep that prerequisite are not realisfisk ary orphaned bill.



