No Causefor Alarm

Car alarms suckThey're a bad implementation of a questionable design, and the resultvia de
that fails in its appointed task while anyiog everyone within earshot while it does s&ut I'll tell you
how they can be fixed.

The idea underlying the Sataniovibes is that a car thief startledflagrante delictdoy a klaxon will
abandon his attackThis is only true if the car alarm possesses the element of surptisse days with
evay upscale moped aling uncontrollably if a bird passes too nehreves understand the possibility of
exciting a cars noisemaks and taf precautions. Asuccessful car thief can probably silence an alarm
faster than thewner Judging by the fumbling responses of camers when theset of their ovn alarms,
squelching a car alarm in less tham gainful minutes is probably suspicious beioa

People hae kecome inured to the shrieking pestilence of alardsy parking lot contains seral
badly-adjusted car alarms that willghe their painful vailing wheneer a sparrav invades their airspace.
One must learn to ignore them in simple mental self-defelNseone in a major city auld consider call-
ing the police oren investigating a ringing alarm, although theay attempt to disable it.

The situation parallels the baby-boomer children who run amok in restaurants;wheis dae
adjusted them badlgausing a disturbance to otheis. neither case is it polite to takut a screvdriver or
soldering iron and makegppropriate adjustments yourself.

In the case of misbetiag children, one usually has the option of trying tovince the parent that
they're out of line. Not so with a car alarmThe avner is rarely present, and if so usuallys¥ dropping
their keys o suffering a coronary

If you think about it for a moment, you realize this is tr@stvdesign fla in the car alarm.n most
cases, the only person who cares that the car is being molestelkeearthe signal.Those who can hear it
usually only vant the noise stopped..ll bet that more peopleauld loan a thief a tool to disable the alarm
than report him to the cops.

Furthermore, thewner is nger around when the misadjusted alarm is sétegéry 10 minutes by
gentle breezesThe feedback that should tell them their alarm is misconfigured reaches only uninterested
parties, lile me trying to enjgy the sun.

Fortunately technology has adwced, and | use the terrery loosely to the point where we can
finally address this problemMy informal suney has shan that the wners of the loudest and most
obnoxious car alarms are the same people who cannot operatettieies/without simultaneously operat-
ing their cell phonesConfigure the car alarm to call them and squeal into the cell phone rather than the air

The silent phone call restores the car alaraivantage of surpriseThe avner is alerted by the car
leaving the thief blissfully unaare that thg've been tripped up.If the onvner beliwes that the threat is
genuine, he simply dials 911 and reports a theft in progress to the pohée.means that untrained
bystanders are less dily to damage the alarm while assisting\tesan disabling it, too.

The avner’s the one who needs to kndhat the car is beingwaded, and the phone routes that infor
mation directly to the interested partiiore importantlyit directs the élse alarms to thenmer as well;
rather than interrupting my afternoon break, it interrupts théfithey get too maw false alarms, thecan
get the alarm readjustedtither way, I'm anng/ed less.

I'm sure someone has realized that alarms could just eliminate the middleman by dialing 911
directly. | wouldn't wish that on the police, because | think most alarmsadse.f Theonly way | would
consider it is if the cops are aled to issue Disturbing the Peace citations koeesve alls. Orif they're
allowed to just shoot the car



