It Ain’t Right

Major League Baseball aiedly opened its seasonedhesday night with aagne between the Cubs
and Mets.| say allgedly because theage vas played in JapariNow, last | heard, Japan didriaveary
Major League Baseball team3$he only reason to nve the opening gme there as to mak afast huck.
That aint right, an assertion that no one can dispdit®. willing to bet that no one not on MLB’payroll
will make an honest efort to try.

What's entertaining about the opening ddiasco is that | heard people actually trying to create rea-
soned aguments wii playing the first rgular seasonamne (and in my opinioany regular season MLB
game) outside a MLB home cityag wrong.This is an intellectualallacy. The traditions of baseball are a
matter of &ith and must be treated thadyw

There arert’ mary articles of fith left in baseball todaynd | think it's ane of the reasons that the
game is supposedly losing itarf base.Many parts of baseball arensupposed to mak €nse, bt they
shouldnt be trifled with, either The archaic nature of basebalNes it its majesty Playing Handeb Mes-
siah on the electric guitar fundamentally changesSglling Major League @me sites to the highest bidder
does, too.

That doesr’'mean that baseball should stand still of coutgdink that gloves were a welcome addi-
tion to the @me, as well as some minimal standards in playing field $imeeven willing to grudgingly
admit that adding anothenviion to let more cities in theagne is a good thing. That does add wildcards to
the playofs, and | had hoped that baselsa#itong anti-gambling stance auld at least change the name of
the unseemlyxdra irvitee to the post-season catillion.

But at its heart, baseball is a religious ewdag and like dl religions, resists friolous change.The
Designated Hitter rule ishjust another ay to playit's a Foyal Divorce or 99 Theses; #'a satement of
profound disagreement with an accepted tenet of therse? And, like aher religious diferences, all one
can really say is “that aittight.”

Opening the season outside a tealbme park airt'right.

1 Opening Days that aittight dont get capital letters.

2 There are people whoowld say the same thing about artificial turf;ythe wrong. Artificial turf is not a
principled schism, it a guitar Masslt's embarrassing and undignifiedythit doesrt change the basic tenets of
faith.



