Darn, That’'s The End

In a fev weeks, Ill see something | ner felt that | would. I'll see the last gularly produced
Peanuts comic strip. It'Il be a Sunday stripThe dailies are already gone.

| know that Schultz is mortal, and | understand thas st reached a point where he ¢gmbduce
the comic apmore. Honestlyafter draving more than 18,000 strips,yaome would need a restAlthough
| understand all that, the idea tHganuts would aways be there is as deeply ingrained as the idea that
there would alvays be air

Yes, | knav someone else could talover and drav it forever, but thankfully Schultz ist’'willing to
do that. | saw thePogo “revival” - thanks, lut no thanks.

Bill Watterson wrote aery erudite and arm discussion of the conttitions Peanuts made to the
comics strip for thel. A. Times. If anything his discussion &s too technical As a fan of the comics
medium | understood whatatferson s saying, and he said it in an accessildg tut | dont think most
people think that hard about comicSchultzs mastery of the form meant that thdidn't haveto. Watter
sons right aboutPeanuts’ lasting and continuing contrition to comics, bt thats not why I'll miss it.

Schultz created aagg of characters so real thatyttie like my own friends. I' ve alopted joles and
expressions from the strip into my daily life, and more than the wellvkranes lile scurity blanket. The
same vay | share joks and history with my friends, | fell Bkl share that rapport with thieeanuts gang.
It's rare and beautiful to create characters with such depth, especially whea gmusomething lik 3
square inches a day to do But thats not the most important reason thdk miss it.

The most important reason thdt tiss Peanuts is that it is a part of myaimily. The gang were my
friends when no one elseas around.They were part of my dmily’s dnner table coversation. Thg
helped me through sad times and made hapges better Certain strips are eternally tied to certain real
evants in my life. Basically the only thing | didb'do with them vas fight.

The idea that thewon’t be aound ay more feels lilke a amily member maing avay.
Thanks for letting theang visit so long, MrSchultz.



