The Flying Dutchman of Gate 78

My latest lusiness trip forced me to confront an unpleasant mgsagat fact. Aftera trip from LAX
to SFO and back, | kmowhat happens to those unfortunate enough to die with unfiniskgdeks on
Earth. Itturns out that you donhhaunt your le@ed ones or stay where a horribleeat occurred.The not-
quite-damned are doomed to shamble hopelessly faimtg @te trying to get on a standby flight out of
SFO in the rain.

This is olviously not Hell. The perience isrt’so much torturous as eneating. Thepenitent slog
listlessly from gite to @te, listening to the same litanies of boarding instructions repeat themselgd-
lessly No one in the troop of zombies trudging froratg to @te really has anhope left after being passed
over more than tw or three times, bt they follow the automatically-forarded standby lists through the
terminal just to denFate the last bitter jakd having their name called for a seat aftenttmad given up.
Whatever theologian inented Pugatory without haing been through SFOas prescient indeed.

The frustration is magnified by itsident needlessnes$.ve keen to the East where planes fly in the
rain. Ittakes some combination of greed and incompetence to magnify the admitted problems that weather
can cause to these heightsdon’t know what the first cause id.ve heard it postulated that there are run-
ways at SFO too close to use in bad weather and tht tieaplanned as though tjiee alvays available. |
know better optimizations of flight cve routes can be done so that a single delay dbessult in most
planes being without ones. Themost plausible xplanation is that the place $afs from Californies
chronic denial of weather

| have never been in a \atertight liilding in Los Angeles, with the remarkablgception of my
house. Idon't know how | drew the exception that prees the rule, lot it was a ery pleasant surpriselhe
reason is no mystery; rain is really infrequent there, so leaks can go unnoticed for ngiilththat
doesnt explain peoples inability to drive when a fev drops fll.

I've heard that if you leae domesticated tulys autside in the rain, thell be so fscinated by the
water falling from the sk that by staring up open-mouthed, for too longytthérown. Inmy less charita-
ble moments, | imagine this happening to LAvers.

| don't want to gie the impression that Californians are completely helplessdn the opposite is
true. Wherfaced with disasters of Biblical proportions, foaeple, the Earth shaking and cracking open,
they do remarkably well. The reconstruction of the fr@ay system after the Northridge earthqeak one
of the fav public works projects in recent memory to be completed on-time and-bndget. Wherthe
apocalypse comes, Califorrésatady As long as it5 not preceded by a Spring sher.



